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THE ENLIGHTENMENT AND THE CREATION OF THE MODERN RUSSIAN 
LITERARY DISCOURSE: THE 18TH CENTURY, KARAMZIN AND DOSTOEVSKY 
 
Nikolai Karamzin’s Letters of a Russian Traveller (1797) are a compendium of 
European Enlightenment in which one man manages to (re)create the movement of 
the Encyclopaedists, touching on all major spheres of European culture: German 
and Swiss scientific and philosophical thought, the literary culture of the French 
salons, and parliamentary structures of English society.  Karamzin’s influence on 
subsequent Russian writers, including Dostoevsky, is unquestionable. 

The Special Issue will have a focus on the Enlightenment and the Russian 18th 
century writing, the burgeoning reading public, the growth of popular literature and 
journals and the role these played in the creation of a modern Russian cultural 
discourse. 

Contributions are invited on all the above aspects of the 18th century Russian culture. 
Special emphasis will be given to Karamzin’s thought, his theory of history, his role in 
the development of literary genres in a new Russian literature of the late 18th – 
beginning of the 19th century and beyond, his views on Nature and Man and his 
critique of Rousseau’s “noble savage” as a retrograde step in the Age of 
Enlightenment, his Sentimental sensibility as an aesthetic and moral category and 
the permutations of all of these in  the works of Dostoevsky but also other Russian 
writers who followed. The articles may be devoted exclusively to Karamzin or be of a 
comparative nature and pursue the traces of Karamzin’s thought in other Russian 
writers, notably Dostoevsky. 

Contributions should be in English and between 5,000 and 8,000 words. If the author 
writes in Russian, a translation into English is required. However, the translation 
must be accompanied by the Russian original for the Editor’s use.     

All Russian quotations should be in Russian Cyrillic followed by translations into 
English in square brackets, with exact sources of quotations in footnotes; footnote 
references, not end notes; the author’s institutional affiliation (city and university); 
name on top of article; a 50 – 100-word abstract; 6 key terms; a 50 word bio - a short 
biographical note for the section "About the Contributors." This should include where 
the contributor graduated and with what degrees, where s/he works now, what 
his/her field of research is and what his/her most recent major publications are (up to 
two). 

Due date for submission of papers: 1 March 2016. 

Please send contributions in Word as attachments to: 
Millicent.Vladivglover@monash.edu 


